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the length of its branches. Unhappily nurseries had been unable o
supply Dapbhne bholua, the plant of Mr and Mrs Hoare'’s choice, but
we left a promise that it would arrive in the autumn.,

After lunch in Farnham we travelled to Littleworth Cross to the
splendid wood which Lady Adam Gordon tends so gallantly. Her
own accounts of its history have appeared in previous Year Books,
the first in 1976 and most recently, after recovery from the gales
of 1987 and 1990, only last year. (See ‘The Mangles Garden

Today', Rhododendrons with Camellias and Magnolias, 1993, No.
45, p. 10.)

In the background, after entering the wood, were the rhododen-
drons, stll with plenty of flower. It was a splendid experience to
see ‘Beauty of Litleworth’ on its home ground, obviously hardy
despite its griffithianium parent. A very large plant of R. fortunei
reflects its original introduction. Fortune collected the rhododendron
that bears his name in Chekiang (nowadays Zhejiang) province, in
southeast China, in the hinterland of the treaty ports, during his
third expedition in 1853-6. His seeds went to Glendinning’s nursery
and plants raised from there were auctioned in 1859, Yet another
link with the early days was a plant of R. wightii [rom ].D. Hooker’s
introduction in 1850. The spirit of James Mangles and his brother
and sister pervade this wood.

One aspect, however, is attributable to the present owner. In
many large collections the eye is assailed by colours like sweet bells
jangled, out of tune and harsh. Here great care has obviously been
taken to achieve harmony. A deliberate example was to accompany
the difficult pink of ‘Mrs Frank Mangles' with ‘Loder’s White', The
latter was certainly raised in this garden, though whether from
Mangles' seed, or as a seedling obtained from Luscombe in Devon
seems not cerlain, Even more striking was the grouping of ‘Nero’,
an old dark crimson hardy hybrid of griffithianim parentage, with
‘Crest’, a near perfect R. wardii hybrid.

We were all impressed with the obvious health and vigour of the
plants after three years of drought. After a luxurious tea we thanked
Lady Adam Gordon wholeheartedly and presented her with a plant
of Enkiantbus peruiatus and regretfully had to leave,

That evening, Dr H.D. Dingle gave use an illustrated talk on his
recent travels in the forests and national parks of Chile. Some of the
plants were as strange as the southern stars, and it is true that the
flora of Chile is still comparatively little represented in English gar-
dens. There were many memorable images among Dr Dingle's
slides; such as huge trunks of Nothofagus dombeyi, Cortaderia
growing not in the pampas but colonising the pumice of a recent
lava flow and, of course, Lapageria, the national flower of Chile.

Next morning we went to the Malthouse at Chithurst, the home of
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Mr and Mrs Graham Ferguson (see Fig. 3). Much of the 1.6ha (4-
acre) shrub garden occupies a steeply sloping bank at this time of
the year dominated by a sea of azaleas, although later, hydrangeas
prolong the flowering interest — one of the late Michael Haworth
Booth's plant associations. He was Mrs Ferguson's father and his
books, especially Effective Flowering Shrubs, were influential in the
1950s. Still in hybrid country, there were notable rhododendrons of
other series as well. Indeed, one of Waterer’s carliest and most last-
ing mid-nineteenth century hardy hybrids, ‘Sappho’, was in splendid
form, as was ‘Damaris’, strictly a grex name, whose origins and
progress were described by Walter Magor in the 1992 Year Book
(Rbododendrons with Camellias and Magnolias, 1992, No. 44, p.
58). Nearby, ‘Lady Bessborough’, this time white instead of rich yel-
low, was another campylocarpim hybrid. Later there were more
notable plants to see. A splendid double yellow Banksian rose on
the house wall, which also sheltered a solanaceous evergreen,
Vestia foetida, seen in Dr Dingle’s slides the previous evening, and,
near the house, Cornus floridea ‘Cherokee Chiel’, an American
seedling displaying bracts the colour of old brick.

After thanking the Fergusons with a plant of Rbododendron fitl-
vum we left for lunch at the Devil's Punchbowl in Hindhead, and
then went on to Mr and Mrs E. Millais' garden and nursery at
Crosswater Farm. The rain, which had threatened, fortunately stayed
away.

In the first bed two plants of ‘Arctic Tern’ gave root shade to lilies.
Botanically this hybrid is of great interest. It was raised from seed of
R. trichostomum which had, so it is believed, been pollinated by a
species of Ledum. This may well be the first hybrid between the two
genera. (B. Starling, The Plantsman [1982], 4, pp. 97-9 and [bid
[1983], 35, p. 63.)

‘Hotei’” (‘Goldsworth Orange’ X [soulei X wardii var. wardiil) sub-
sumes much of the history of the introduction of Chinese rhododen-
drons in this century, for it includes the genes of four species, all
first introduced between 1900 and 1913. The seced parent,
‘Goldsworth Orange’, is dichroanthum X discolor (the first intro-
duced from Yunnan by Forrest in 1906, whilst the second was found
carlier by Wilson in 1900). The pollen parent came from a cross
between the closely related R. sowulei and R. wardii, received as seed
at Townhill Park. Both sowlei and dichroantbum were raised in
England by Veitch at Coombe Wood where they first flowered in
1909 and 1911 respectively. In its best colour forms R. wardii is a
pure yellow — an influential parent. It has been collected many
times. ‘Hotel’ itself received an Award of Merit in 1974. Tt is a deep
yellow and rivals ‘Crest’ as the finest wardii descendant. (See
Walter Magor, ‘F. Kingdon-Ward’s Legacy’, in the 1992 Year Book,
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